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Costa Rican President Oscar Arias's peace efforts have gained him praise from many foreign
governments and a Nobel Peace Prize. However, Costa Ricans criticize him for paying too much
attention to foreign affairs and neglecting domestic economic problems. Studies by C.I.D., a Gallup
affiliate in San Jose, found that the percentage of Costa Ricans who approve of Arias's performance
declined to 19% in February from 58% in March 1987, five months before he introduced his regional
peace plan. In the latest poll, taken in July, his approval rating rebounded slightly to 24%. Almost
two-thirds of the 1,200 people polled said they thought Arias was devoting too much time to the
peace plan. Sixty-one percent said Arias had done little to nothing to reduce inflation, which this
year increased to about 22%. The same poll indicated that two-thirds of the respondents liked Arias
personally. Arias has responded to such criticism by cutting back on travel and focusing on efforts
to improve the economy. He was the only Central American president who did not attend the
inauguration of Mexico's new president, Carlos Salinas de Gortari, earlier this month. Arias said he
canceled plans to attend because he wanted to participate in festivities marking the 40th anniversary
of the abolition of the Cost Rican army. Unnamed senior aides cited by the New York Times said he
changed his mind because he feared renewed criticism of his extensive foreign travel. Arias has also
declined many invitations involving travel that he probably would have accepted in previous years.
In addition to several honorary degrees from US universities, these included an invitation from
President Francois Mitterrand to join the celebration Dec. 10 of the 40th anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Costa Rican economic problems reflect those of the region as a whole.
Living standards for the vast majority of Central Americans have declined for seven straight years.
Meanwhile, however, Costa Rica has the most healthy economy in the region. Although inflation has
almost doubled in the last year, the gross national product is expected to increase by nearly 4% this
year. The official unemployment rate is 5.6%, the lowest in the hemisphere. The 1988 coffee harvest
is expected to set new records. A good banana crop may transform Costa Rica into the world's
largest exporter. (Basic data from New York Times, 12/13/88)
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